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Discipline Interview (ORAL MEASURE) 
 
All children misbehave sometimes. One of the things we need to learn about is what parents do to deal with 
their children’s misbehavior. Think about when your child has misbehaved in the last year.   
 

1.  How frequently do you teach your child about good & bad 
behavior? Like it’s not nice to hit, or it’s polite to say thank you. 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

1a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community teach their children about good & bad behavior? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

1b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

1c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed to do 
right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

2.  How frequently do you get your child to apologize or make 
amends? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

2a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community get their children to apologize or make amends? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

2b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

2c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed to do 
right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

3.  How frequently do you give your child a time out or send 
him/her to his/her room? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

3a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community give their children a time out or send them to their 
rooms? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

3b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

3c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed to do 
right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

4.  How frequently do you take away privileges? (e.g., no TV after 
dinner because of misbehavior) 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

4a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community take away privileges? (e.g., no TV after dinner 
because of misbehavior) 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About once a 
month 

About once 
a week 

Almost 
every day 

1 2 3 4 5 

4b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

4c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed to do Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 
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right now. 1 2 3 4 

 

5.  How frequently do you spank, slap, or hit your child? Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

5a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community spank, slap, or hit their children? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

5b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

5c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

6.  How frequently do you give your child extra chores? Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

6a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community give their children extra chores? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

6b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

6c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

7.  How frequently do you grab or shake your child? Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

7a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community grab or shake their children? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

7b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

7c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

8.  How frequently do you argue or quarrel with your child? Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

8a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community argue or quarrel with their children? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

8b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

8c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

  



Page 3     ID: _____      
Circle participant: Mother or Father 

Interviewer #____                                                                                                     

Wave 2  - Parent Interview 
051909 

9.  How frequently do you say you are disappointed with your 
child, or say that his/her misbehavior hurt your feelings? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

9a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community tell their children that they are disappointed 
with them, or say that their misbehavior hurt their 
feelings? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

9b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

9c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

10.  How frequently do you tell your child s/he should be 
ashamed of her/himself? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

10a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community tell their children they should be ashamed of 
themselves? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

10b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

10c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

11.  How frequently do you ignore your child? Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

11a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community ignore their children? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

11b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

11c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

12.  How frequently do you throw something at your child? Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

12a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community throw things at their children? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

12b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

12c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

  



Page 4     ID: _____      
Circle participant: Mother or Father 

Interviewer #____                                                                                                     

Wave 2  - Parent Interview 
051909 

13.  How frequently do you raise your voice, yell, or scold your 
child? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

13a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community raise their voice, yell, or scold their children? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

13b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

13c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

14.  How frequently do you tell your child you won’t love 
him/her if s/he acts that way again? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

14a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community tell their children that they won’t love them if 
they act that way again? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

14b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

14c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

15.  How frequently do you threaten your child with some 
punishment? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

15a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community threaten their children with some punishment? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

15b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

15c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

16.  How frequently do you promise a treat or privilege to your 
child for good behavior? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

16a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community promise treats or privileges to their children for 
good behavior?  

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

16b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

16c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 
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17.  How frequently do you threaten to leave your child? Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

17a)  In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community threaten to leave their children? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

17b)  How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

17c)  Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

18.  How frequently do you try to scare your child into 
behaving (e.g., by threatening to call the police, tell the 
teacher, etc.)? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

18a) In your opinion, how frequently do other parents in your 
community try to scare their children into behaving? 

Never Less than 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
month 

About 
once a 
week 

Almost 
every 
day 

1 2 3 4 5 

18b) How much do you approve of doing this with your child? Strongly 
disapprove 

Disapprove Approve Strongly 
approve 

1 2 3 4 

18c) Doing this would get the child to do what s/he is supposed 
to do right now. 

Strongly 
disagree 

Disagree Agree Strongly 
agree 

1 2 3 4 

  


